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Objective

To provide tips and tricks as to how Custom 
Code can be used to accomplish different 

programming tasks



Tip #1 – Viewing Generated Code

• Generated code is located in the RXC_PD schema.  
(Contact your DBA to gain access to the packages in 
RXC_PD)

• Procedure packages in the RXC_PD schema are 
named by PROCEDURE_ID (which is a column in the 
RXC.PROCEDURES table).
Package name = ‘RXCPD’||_PROCEDURE_ID||_PROCEDURE_VER_SN



Tip #1 – Viewing Generated Code Cont.



Tip #2 – The Cursor FOR Loop

Two Possible Uses:
• Calculating an aggregate value for a specific subset of data

• Standard Aggregate Questions such as A.TEMP$AV are calculated while 
ignoring the WHERE clause.

• To calculate the average of all the oral temperatures for a given subject, open a 
Cursor to loop through all the records where A.TEMP_METHOD equals ‘Oral’
and sum the temperature at each iteration (V_TEMP := V_TEMP + A_TEMP;).  
Then right before the detail line you could calculate the average based on the 
sum of the temperatures.

• Comparing one record to several other records 
• Looping through one cursor while in another cursor provides for a “search-like”

functionality
• Example: For each Adverse Event page there must be a corresponding 

Concomitant Medication page.



Tip #2 – The Cursor FOR Loop Example

Question Groups:

User Vars:

Detail:



Tip #2 – The Cursor FOR Loop Example Cont.

Custom Code:



Tip #2 – The Cursor FOR Loop Example

Question Groups:

User Vars:

Detail:



Tip #3 – Flag Variables

• Flag variables are user defined variables that can be 
used to force events to happen at specific times

• The basic premise:
V_FLAG := 0;                   Initialized at beginning of code

if A.ONSET_DATE is NULL then
V_FLAG := 1;                 Change value conditionally

end if;

Fire discrepancy if V_FLAG = 1



Tip #3 – Flag Variables (A Familiar Example)

For each Adverse Event page there must be a corresponding 
Concomitant Medication page.



Tip #3 – Flag Variables (A Familiar Example)



Tip #3 – Flag Variables (A Familiar Example)

Question Groups:

User Vars:

Detail:



Tip #3 – Flag Variables (A Familiar Example)

Custom Code:



Summary

• Tip #1 – Viewing generated code

• Tip #2 – Cursor FOR Loop

• Tip #3 – Flag variables
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Keith.Fine@premier-research.com

Cheryl Silva
Cheryl.Silva@premier-research.com


